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Woodworking at its 
FINEST

401 S. Lincoln St., Fredericksburg, TX | 830.990.0565 | www.kingwoodcabinets.com

KingWood has produced over 5,000 kitchens 
and related projects in its 40–year history. Our 
furniture grade custom cabinetry designs can be 
found in homes throughout Texas and beyond.

Please visit our new showroom in Fredericksburg, 
Texas for additional information.









DeVos Custom WooDWorking
512.894.0464 

www.devoswoodworking.com

We are a premier manufacturer of  custom solid wood island tops, countertops and tables. Each piece produced 

is individually handcrafted to your specifications with the highest quality of  craftsmanship, and utilizing a wide variety 

of  traditional and exotic hardwoods. We also specialize and take pride in working with 

native hardwoods such as Texas Walnut, Texas Pecan and Texas Mesquite.

Butcher Block Tops  •  Island Tops  •  Bar Tops  •  Custom Wood Tables

CUSTOM WOOD TABLES
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Wood, Fiberglass, and Iron Entry Doors    |    French Doors   

Custom Doors & Glass    |    New Construction    |    Remodel    |    Installation

t h e f r o n t d o o r c o . c o m

San Antonio Showroom:
12402 West Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78216
(210) 340-3141

Austin Showroom: 
9222 Burnet Rd Ste. 104 

Austin, TX 78758
(512) 459-9034



WE MOVED!
Please visit us at 

our new showroom in 

LAKEWAY

1110 RR 620 South  |  Lakeway, TX  78734  |  512-835-8453
w w w . t i m e l e s s i n t e r i o r s t x . c o m

Specia l iz ing in 
Wood, Tile, Quartz, Natural Stone, Granite and Carpet

ELEGANT DESIGNS, BEAUTIFUL DECOR
The Timeless Interiors philosophy is as timeless as our products: To provide our customers the highest level of service,

the most excellent technical and design assistance, and the best product quality at the most competitive pricing. From precision
fabrication to expert installation, our staff has the experience and technical know-how to deliver your job.

From spectacular backsplash designs, countertops, fireplace surrounds or flooring, Timeless Interiors offers a one-stop shop for all your 
interior/exterior surface needs. Specializing in quartz, granite, tile and other natural materials, we provide a level of expertise and service 

matched by none. Our beautiful new showroom is located in Lakeway. Stop by today for inspiration or call for an appointment.

TIMELESS
INTERIORS



On The Cover:
Arbib Hughey Design used rounded corners 
throughout the ground floor to create a circular, open 
flow that connects yet defines each room.  Page 20

reat designers really care about the people who will ulti-
mately be using and living in their creations. Their focus 
on the end user inspires creativity, finds solutions and re-
sults in a product that will meet their clients’ needs. “We 
really listen to our clients” is heard repeatedly in inter-
views, and with very good reason. Design is collaborative, 

and in the end, each room or home should simply make sense, seem right for the 
people who live in them. In this issue, we feature architects who were challenged 
with and succeeded in accommodating a wide range of family dynamics.

After nearly 25 years of raising their family in their home, retired homeown-
ers called on Arbib Hughey Design for a contemporary makeover. Their end re-
sult? “We feel wabi-sabi in this house. Wabi-sabi is the Japanese sense of beauty, 
which means ‘beauty from simplicity.’”

In a desirable San Antonio neighborhood where many old homes are demol-
ished and rebuilt, Lyndsay Thorn and his clients, a young family, shared an ap-
preciation for a 70-year-old home, seeking to retain its original character while 
modernizing it for generations to come.

Creating a family compound of sorts, Stephen Wanta started with a gorgeous 
King William Victorian then added industrial-looking buildings behind to accom-
modate all extended family members. The architectural contrast was a deliber-
ate move, he states, rather than building new to look old.

Element 5 Architecture’s mid-century modern design for a family settling 
down on Hill Country acreage embodies the simple, classic nature of the move-
ment and the family’s lifestyle. With two small boys and two large dogs, the open 
spaces, both inside and out, provide the perfect environment.

Dianne Kett’s project revolves around another multi-generational family. She 
designed a home set on a central courtyard, creating a separation of private and 
public areas, including a space for dad to work from home.

Taking it outside the family home? Read on about the newly expanded San 
Antonio Botanical Garden. It’s a lovely escape and fabulous for all ages.

Wishing you the very best as we move into and through the holiday season,

Trisha Doucette

The design collective
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For more inspiring architecture 
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and product trends from 

Central Texas’ talented  architects, builders, 

designers and showrooms, 

visit HomeDesignDecorMag.com.
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cross-tx.com  •  (210) 826-7200

Discover the CROSS difference at cross-tx.com

CROSS is a full-service residential remodeling company with an established customer base in San Antonio 
and the surrounding areas. We specialize in transforming kitchens and bathrooms into luxurious spaces.
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Kaoru and Yuriko Kiguchi have lived 

at the same address for nearly 

a quarter century, happily raising 

their three children in their 

family home that was recently 

transformed into the contemporary 

house of their dreams.  

Before and 
AFTER

By Mauri Elbel
Photography by Andrea Calo and Whit Preston

How Arbib Hughey Design 
transformed a spec home 

into a dream home

PRESTON

PRESTON
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he now retired couple, both born and raised 
in Tokyo, moved to Austin in 1993 and pur-
chased a 1980’s spec house in a beautiful 
hilly neighborhood graced with mature, 
leafy trees and spectacular Hill Country 
views just minutes from downtown Austin. 

Longing for something more contemporary but not wanting 
to move from the beloved Westlake Hills-area neighborhood 
where they had created so many memories, once the last of 
their children had grown and moved out, the empty nesters 
decided it was time for a major remodel.

“My dream was to live in a contemporary house close to 
downtown (Austin) but still be surrounded by green,” says Ka-
oru. “As retirement neared, we decided it was time to renovate 
our family home.”

The Kiguchis did their homework, carefully curating a book 

T of ideas and images of modern and contemporary designs 
they were drawn toward. Initially Yuriko preferred a more 
traditional, colonial-style home, but as they dug deeper into 
design, they eventually landed on the same page, both gravi-
tating toward the modern aesthetic. 

“Our research included attending the AIA tours for several 
years, and as we toured many homes, Yuriko gradually leaned 
towards remodeling our home towards a more contemporary-
styled home,” recalls Kaoru. “She found the simple, sophis-
ticated and functional motif of many of these contemporary-
styled homes refreshing, especially at this stage in our lives.”

After years spent admiring architecturally-inspiring homes, 
the Kiguchi’s remodel was selected as a featured project on a 
recent AIA Austin Homes Tour––a full-circle revelation that 
proves the extent of the home’s major makeover. The 1980’s 
home that once blended into the neighborhood now stands 

CALO

22  HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   |   OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2017



proudly on the hill with a simple yet powerful contemporary 
design by Arbib Hughey Design. The firm’s principles, Ben Ar-
bib and Edward Hughey, met the clients through their son, 
Tats Kiguchi, a structural engineer who they had worked with 
on various projects. 

If it were possible to put the before and after homes side-by-
side, it would be difficult to believe they were the same house 
–– a design feat the couple says resulted from working with 
architects who sincerely listened to their requests and com-
pleted their vision. 

“The house was in a bit of disrepair,” says Arbib of the 
original house that was suffering from an unstable founda-
tion. “Structural issues were causing the home to start sliding 
down the hillside, which sort of curtailed us from expanding 
the footprint. It became a question of ‘what can we do with 
what we have?’ These homeowners had a lot of faith in us and 
our design vision –– they were open to thinking about and ex-
ploring new ideas.”

After shoring up the house, the architects looked for inspira-
tion in its existing bones and site, striving to create a brighter, 
fresher look by opening up the program and selecting a more 
striking and simple material palette. 

CALO

CALO
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Opening up the floorplan to create flow between various 
spaces and rooms was achieved by knocking out walls divid-
ing the kitchen, dining and living rooms and using cabinetry 
to define and contextualize various areas. One component of 
the existing structure just didn’t fit: an octagonal-shaped area 
coming off the kitchen Hughey and Arbib nicknamed the “tur-
ret.” But, during the architectural process, the architects say 
this feature ultimately became the overarching nucleus for 
the redesign. 

“Originally we wanted to get rid of it and do something com-
pletely different,” says Hughey. “But the budget didn’t allow 
for it so we decided to incorporate it into the house –– and it 
generated the basis for the design.”

Arbib and Hughey softened the space by rounding out the cor-
ners and creating a circular, open flow, connecting the ground 
floor living spaces by tying all of the rooms together through 
rounded cabinetry that flows from the front entrance into the 
kitchen, the circular room, back into the kitchen and ending in 

the formal dining room. The design move de-
fines spaces rather than closes them off. 

“The curved design of the kitchen is key to 
separating the kitchen from the living space 
without a drastic compartmentalization of the 
rooms,” explains Kaoru. “It allows the ground 
floor to be open but very functional.”

Another goal was to open up the house to 
the outdoor views and brighten the interiors. 
The house sat on top of a hill with incredible 
views towards the Hill Country, which were 
not being realized due to small windows and 
poor placement. 

“They had a million-dollar view that was not 
being taken advantage of,” says Hughey. 

Reconsidering the plan of the house, the ar-
chitects reconfigured existing window open-
ings and added larger ones to achieve expansive 
outdoor views from all angles. The existing 
stairwell was rebuilt to lead up to a catwalk 
and a two-story window wall that now floods 
the home with natural light. A once small and 
cramped upstairs bedroom was absorbed into a 
large, communal space graced with spectacular 
views that were lacking before. Now, the empty 
nesters are able to live primarily on the first 
floor while using the second floor to accommo-
date their visiting children and grandchildren.

Upgrading exterior and interior materials 
brought the home up to date. Inside, white 
washed oak engineered wood floors now flow 
seamlessly throughout and clear-coated pine 

walls add warmth to the modern design. On the outside, a 
brown limestone façade was replaced with a crystal white 
hand-troweled, smooth finish stucco. Hardi® lap siding was 
given a contemporary makeover with a darker coat of paint 
in Benjamin Moore’s Iron Mountain. The wood-piled roof 
was replaced with a standing seam galvanized metal roof 
with adjusted lines for a cleaner edge. A single pop of color 
on the front door –– Benjamin Moore’s® Yew Green––pro-
vides a crisp contrast. 

“We wanted to create a little bit of snap,” says Hughey. 
“There is a brightness and liveliness to the house now which 
intrigues you and brings you in.”

The home’s entry sequence was reconfigured with natural 
stone steps nestled in the uncut native grass which welcomes 
visitors to a terraced courtyard and front entry. In the back, 
the earth was leveled to create a gathering space, retaining 
the area with gabion walls (steel cages filled with rock) and 
native plantings.

Making big changes without spending big dollars is some-

PRESTON
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thing everyone involved in the project can appreciate, but it’s 
the story of before and after that the architects love the most.

“We achieved a massive transformation without actually 
tearing the house down,” says Arbib. “People can’t believe 
how much it had changed. But to us, the accomplishment was 
that we didn’t raze the house or add square footage. We just 
reimagined it with big moves.”

“Austin has a lot of beautiful architecture that is really ex-
pensive,” adds Hughey. “For us, it was about making a power-
ful transformation without breaking the bank.”

For Kaoru and Yuriko, it’s about enjoying the lifestyle their 
home affords, now more open and less compartmentalized 
than ever before. Even with their children out of the house, 
the extra space is not overwhelming because the design is 
simple, sophisticated and functional. 

“We feel wabi-sabi living in this house,” says Kaoru. “Wabi-
sabi is the Japanese sense of beauty, which means ‘beauty 
from simplicity.’” u 

ARCHITECT   Arbib Hughey Design
512-362-8878  |  www.arbibhughey.com

CALO
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TERRELL HILLS 
Transformation 

The recent remodel of a 1947-built home nestled in the City of Terrell Hills serves as a stunning, 

light-filled example of what can be achieved when an architect chooses to embrace 

what already exists rather than replace it with something new.  

By Mauri Elbel   Photography by Alexis Coulter
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esigned as a direct response to the multi-
tude of “McMansions” being constructed 
in the tony suburb of San Antonio, Lynd-
say Thorn, architect and principle of The 
Thorn Group LLC, which includes Lynd-
say Thorn Homes, strived to preserve the 

original character of this long, linear, single-story brick home 
while adapting it to suit the lifestyle of its new owners both 
now and into the future. Over recent years, the architect has 
watched as numerous older homes have been demolished in the 
area due to lack of imagination or the draw of profit. But, he 
says, from the first moment he saw this home, built in 1947 and 
barely touched since, he envisioned a different approach. 

“A lot of times we can rework what we have rather than 
trying to build something new,” says Thorn, who first viewed 
the property in early 2015. “It was clear that this residence 
was in a great position to present a different way of looking at 
modern living within an existing structure.”

With its unique corner location, natural topography of the site 
and sound structure, Thorn recognized an opportunity to breathe 
new life back into the home, a featured project on this year’s 
AIA San Antonio Homes Tour. The architect’s thoughtful design 
not only placed the 70-year-old home firmly in the 21st century, 
but it embodies a timelessness that will serve its new owners 
for years to come. Fortunately, the homeowners –– two doctors 

D
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with a young child –– were of the 
same mindset and on board with 
Thorn’s design approach that 
sought to draw on and sensibly 
modernize the home’s existing 
vernacular. Although retaining 
certain elements of the existing 
architecture is pertinent to pre-
serving a home’s original char-
acter, it isn’t always the most af-
fordable option.

“When we have an opportunity 
to work with a client that under-
stands the nature of re-adaptive use on a home and can see and 
appreciate a home’s initial quality and character, it makes our 
lives, as architects, a lot easier,” Thorn says. “And that was one 
of the most wonderful things about these clients. Money is al-
ways an issue but it wasn’t the overriding concern. They wanted 
to do the right thing for the right reasons for this house.”

The renovation focused primarily on bringing the living, 
kitchen and dining areas up to date, revamping the master 
suite, and adding two additional bedrooms, bathrooms and a 
shared living area. In the kitchen, Thorn selected a floor with a 
design and pattern reminiscent of the 1940’s period with a mod-
ern arrangement of two-tone colors in a checkerboard pattern. 
Rather than following the latest design trends, Thorn honed in 
on a design that would best serve this particular family, avid 
chefs who enjoy cooking daily. For example, veering away from 
the typical kitchen island, Thorn was able to make use of every 

inch of space around the range, from the open upper shelves to 
the custom-built beverage station, while incorporating a center 
table and chairs more practical for the young family.  

“It opened up the whole area rather than having the tradi-
tional island that everyone has,” Thorn says. “We made the 
kitchen very unique and functional for the way the family en-
tertains and lives every day.”

The existing ceilings and large overhangs restricted the 
amount of sunlight that came into the main areas of the home. 
Thorn removed and raised the center part of the roof to create 
a two-story atrium space with a second mezzanine level fam-
ily area to bring in natural light from the east and the west, 
adding dimension and brightness.

“Previously, it was very dark, but creating that two-story 
atrium allows the light to filter and bounce around inside that 
home,” says Thorn. “The quality of light is just fantastic and it 
actually provided a vertical appeal that the home really needed.”

Throughout the home, existing windows and doors were 
replaced with new Low-E insulated units, and the front and 
rear garden entrances now feature custom-designed, low-
profile steel doors. 

“The home was originally designed with an open screen 
back porch,” recalls Thorn. 
“But we extended the wood 
floor of the interior into this 
space, removed the old stan-
dard windows and put in a new 
25-foot-long wrapped butt joint 
glazed window that places you 
sitting within the canopy of the 
150-year-old oak tree. The view 
of the backyard from this elevat-
ed level brings an experience to 
the room like no other.” 

A library was also added to 
this room providing a unique 

third family area to the home. In the backyard, an existing 
damaged pool was removed and replaced with an inviting 
gathering space surrounding a fireplace, which is protected 
and shaded by a multi-level steel shade structure featuring an 
opaque plexi glass roof. The existing master suite was reimag-
ined to retain the existing character and flow while accommo-
dating the desire for a cantilevered shower and soaking tub. 
Overall, the remodel shows what can be achieved when archi-
tecture embraces what existed in the past with a design built 
to withstand the future.

“The remodel gave the home a whole new lease on life,” 
says Thorn. “It will take this home from now for generations 
to come –– it will be a great family home for decades.” u 

ARCHITECT   ThornGraves
210-222-0194  |  www.thorngraves.com
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COMPOUND 
 INTEREST 

By Julie Catalano   Photography by Dror Baldinger
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The splendid abode in San Antonio’s King William Historic District challenges visitors to 

think about past and present with a home that creatively combines the two — preserving 

the main house from the 1900s and creating surrounding structures that are simply 

timeless. The home is part of the AIA San Antonio Homes Tour on Saturday, October 14.   
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ew York City design architect Stephen 
Alastair Wanta, AIA, principal of Wanta-Ar-
chitect PLLC, has always “been interested 
in architecture as language, including the 
whole realm of styles from quite historical 
to quite modern.” The quintessential Victo-

rian house represented the historical, and “the client wanted 
the new parts to be modern.” Wanta worked on the project with 
consulting architectural firm French & Michigan, and Calvetti 
& Associates Professional Engineers Inc., both of San Antonio. 

Starting with a “really run down existing house,” new addi-
tions were built on the footprints of some razed ill-fitting ad-
ditions in the 1980s, along with a new foundation, rewiring 
and replumbing. The original 1,760 square feet (“not includ-
ing the attic or the demolished additions”) was enlarged by 
1,285 square feet, which included a new dining room and den 
plus a floor above in a two-story addition that was dubbed “the 
tower.” They kept the original pine floors and installed gas in-
serts by Exotic Flames for the fireplaces. The exterior siding is 

painted in Sherwin-Williams® Shark Blue with trim in Techno 
Gray. Wanta describes the house as “Janus-like, with a face to 
the street and a face to the San Antonio River.” 

As for the rest of the compound, the “new parts” — also 
known as “everything else” — were never going to be in the 
style of the original Victorian, says Wanta. “That choice was 
deliberate. People can look at something new that’s trying to 
look old and know that it’s new.” Wanta sidestepped all of that 
by going straight to modern for the industrial buildings that 
complete the property. 

Inside the two-story loft-like 1,580-square-foot guest house 
are gorgeous floors of wide plank walnut from Oregon, 
bleached to a lighter color. The second-floor dining room 
table is lit overhead by a Restoration Hardware “Kinetic” 
fixture. Across from that is the kitchen with appliances by 
Samsung® and countertops by Delta Granite & Marble in San 
Antonio. The stone backsplash in Zabrano vein cut marble is 
by Artistic Tile. Wall paint is Sherwin-Williams® Mink, and 
all trim is Gray Matters. 

N
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One of the most dazzling areas on the property is the 
bright and spacious glass studio on the second floor of the 
1,390-square-foot garage/studio building, where one of the 
homeowners works as a professional glass artist. The floor is 
12 x 24 porcelain tiles to withstand the heat of the glass from 
the on-site kilns. Expanses of Andersen® Windows from Allen 
and Allen Co. in San Antonio let in endless natural light. Sky-
lights from Skylights over Texas in San Antonio are organized 

to wash light down the walls to show off finished pieces in a 
row of natural spotlights.    

Downstairs, the pool house doubles as a home office, with 
flooring of Lueders stone pavers from Continental Quarries 
Inc. in Lueders, Texas. The outdoor kitchen and bar features 
a custom barbecue by French & Michigan. Exterior lighting 
is by Kichler® Lighting. The pool is by Keith Zars Pools of 
San Antonio. 
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Interesting twist: “Originally the new buildings were going 
to be vertical corrugated metal with a dark grey finish. But in 
the text of the submission to the King William Association, 
they noticed the words ‘metal siding.’” Wanta changed to 
board and batten, but reversed the order: “We applied a bat-
ten to the house and then applied a wider vertical panel to the 
back. Then I did a random-width pattern of exterior hardwood 
which actually repeats about every six feet or so.” Paint colors 
were selected to complement the main house: Exterior siding 
and trim of the guest house and the garage/studio are painted 
in Sherwin-Williams® Web Gray; undersides are Sherwin-Wil-
liams® Porch Ceiling. 

The sleek, multi-unit dwelling has become something of a 
family compound, says Wanta, with members enjoying peace, 
privacy and convenience while still having plenty of space to 
live, work and play together. Sidewalks and pavers flow natu-
rally to connect the buildings, while outside staircases provide 
easy entry without having to go indoors. The homeowners, 
their family and visitors love it, says Wanta. “As the project 
evolved, more and more the program became clearer in the 
homeowners’ minds that this was a great setup.” u

ARCHITECT   Wanta-Architect PLLC
917-251-5587  |  www.wanta-architect.com

38  HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   |   OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2017



your local Design Build Firm 
servicing the greater Boerne

 and Texas Hill Country, as well 
as North San Antonio.  

Architectural color rendered master plans that 

include brilliant images and plant descriptions 

outlining 10 months of color with a balance of 

evergreen and deciduous foliage containing 

movement resulting in a low maintenance, 

drought tolerant and deer resistant landscape. 

Specializing in: 

• Irrigation Installation and Repair 
(including water efficient drip irrigation, 
smart systems and wifi capability)

• Outdoor Kitchens

• Outdoor Lighting

• Hardscape 
(including Fire Pits, Seat Walls, Retaining Walls, 
Flagstone Patios, Stained and Stamped Concrete, 
Arbors, Pergolas, Split Rail Cedar Fencing, and more)

Other Features:

Stop in and see us, our associates are ready to assist you.
32255 IH 10 West,  Boerne,  TX 78006   |    Te l :  830.816.3200   |    Fax:  830.249.3090

www.acacia landscapeanddesign.com



Harmony in the 
Hill Country

By Mauri Elbel   Photography by Andrea Calo
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Randi and Taylor Tatsch have always shared an appreciation for mid-century modern design 

and wide open spaces. Taylor, a musician and sound engineer, grew up on a cattle ranch and 

Randi, a certified yoga and Barre3 instructor, was raised in her home with plenty of acreage 

all around. Considering their mutual affinities, the couple is finally at home, surrounded by 

uninterrupted Hill Country views that stretch as far as the eye can see, in the modern 

mid-century house they share with their two little boys, ages 3 and 4, and two family dogs.
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ailing from the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area, it was the combined desire to be 
closer to nature and Austin’s thriving 
music industry that brought the couple 
to the bucolic rolling hills just outside of 

the city. After purchasing a 10-acre 
rustic Hill Country lot just west of Austin’s bustle, the couple 
hired architect Nick Mehl of Element 5 Architecture to design 
their dream home. While the project was a couple of years in 
the making, impeded by the happy welcoming of two back-to-
back babies, the vision for what they wanted never wavered: a 
mid-century modern home where they could raise their grow-
ing family, with a detached professional recording studio that 
would allow Taylor to work from home.

“Many people say they want mid-century modern design 
without understanding exactly what that is,” says Mehl. “But 
not these clients — they really did understand and appreciate 
mid-century modern design for what it is.”  

Embodying the simple, classic and timeless nature of 
mid-century design, Mehl designed a modest 2,300-square-

foot, four-bedroom, three-bathroom family house with a de-
tached 1,300-square-foot recording studio on the flat area of 
land at the peak of their site. Because the landscape of the 
Hill Country can be wild and unforgiving, Mehl oriented the 
home to turn inward on a lush and tame courtyard while the 
surrounding site could be left undisturbed — a move that not 
only worked with their limited budget but created a sense of 
authenticity with the surrounding landscape.  

“My husband opens all the windows and we just listen to 
the sounds of birds and wildlife — it is just so wonderful and 
peaceful,” says Randi. “Being outdoors has always been su-
per important for us, and here in Austin there are so many 
opportunities to enjoy beautiful outdoor spaces — we feel so 
lucky there is one opportunity right in our backyard, too. A 
few times a week we take our boys on a little nature walk in 
the back, which is a lot of fun.”

The simple layout of the house, built by Zach Savage Cus-
tom Homes, is essentially a large square roof with a hole in the 
middle for the courtyard, explains Mehl. At night, the opening 
in the roof frames a star-studded sky. During the day, Randi 

H
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says it’s one of the boys’ favorite areas to play — a space filled 
with sunlight that serves as an extension of the house and 
makes the space feel larger than it actually is. Mehl pared the 
design down with a low-pitched roof gable and deep overhang-
ing back porch. A floor-to-ceiling window wall in the vaulted 
great room adds to the spacious feel while bringing 20- to 30-
mile, north-facing views directly into the home. Signature of 
Element 5 Architecture’s design approach, the structure takes 
into consideration the views and solar orientation so there is 
no need for artificial shading or privacy. 

“In this house, windows can stay open without coverings,” 
says Mehl. “And while solar orientation is always very impor-
tant, it just so happened their awesome view faces north so 
the orientation worked out great.”

Taylor dictated acoustical perfection in his detached mu-

sic studio, designed as a professional-
quality recording room equipped with 
a kitchenette, bathroom and sleeping 
loft for visiting musicians. Taylor found 
recycled barn wood to use for the wall 
siding, which not only adds to the rus-
tic charm and character of the studio, 
but also provides a sense of place in the 
heart of the Texas Hill Country while 
enhancing acoustics. 

“When it comes to sound engineer-
ing, he didn’t want to have any walls 
parallel or perpendicular to each other 
— they are all slightly faceted for opti-
mum acoustics,” says Mehl. “Overall, 
it is a pretty nice recording studio. It’s 
become a destination for many visiting 
musicians and family, all of whom call 

this special place their home away from home.” 
Inside the main home, Randi’s favorite space is the kitchen. 

With her passion for nutrition-focused baking and cooking, 
she says she loves that she can walk in from the garage with 
groceries and straight into the pantry and kitchen. 

“The kitchen is the heart of our home and the place where we 
spend most of our time — we use it constantly,” she says. “Nu-
trition is really important to us and we try to be as healthy as 
we can, especially with kids. They are such good little eaters.”

Because Randi knew how important the kitchen would be to 
their lifestyle, this was the section of the home she splurged 
on in an otherwise limited budget, selecting beautiful walnut 
kitchen cabinets and finishes while backing off in other areas 
of the home. But despite the home’s modest budget and size, 
nothing is lacking. 
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“I really feel like Nick shined at using every square inch of 
space,” says Randi. “It is only about 2,300 square feet but it 
feels so much bigger than that.”

Keeping true with mid-century modern style, natural mate-
rial selections such as the stacked brick around the fireplace 
that continues seamlessly to the exterior, low-maintenance 
concrete floors, and natural wood walls and ceilings allow the 
views to do all of the talking without the need for statement 
finishes and décor. 

“Keeping the house a simple shape and finding a flat place 
on the property to build both kept the costs down,” says Mehl. 
“We didn’t do anything special — it is really just about the cre-
ative use of materials.”

Built-in shelving and desks prevent clutter and the need 
for additional furniture pieces while large windows grace the 
home with gorgeous views while limiting the need for extra 
lighting and décor.

“We are sort of minimalists so everything for us has to be 
functional and beautiful; otherwise, we don’t bring it into the 
house,” says Randi. “We actually designed the house that way  
— we wanted a big open space to spend most of our time in. 
And we just wanted the materials to be how they were and not 
cover anything up — we have lots of wood that is just clear-
coated, there is brick on the walls and concrete on the floors.” 

Above all, the design speaks to the way the clients live — it’s 

simple, functional and durable enough to withstand the con-
stant pattering of little feet and paws — and proves a home can 
be stunning without costing millions. Of course, you can’t put 
a price on those million dollar views.

“It is pretty mesmerizing,” says Mehl of the family’s unin-
terrupted Hill Country views. “You really can’t get your eyes 
off that view when you are up there.” u

ARCHITECT   Element 5 Architecture
512-473-8228  |  www.element5architecture.com
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INTERIORS

32840 IH-10 West  •  Boerne, Texas 78006
830.331.9010  •  210.535.3070  •  www.CatrinasInteriors.com

Catrina’s Parade of Homes Furniture 
on sale now at Discounted Prices!



Clad in all white Artisan® Hardie® Board, elegantly land-
scaped with gravel, concrete and steel punctuations, and spill-
ing with cheerful natural light, this modern home efficiently 
and attractively accommodates a host of needs for its busy 
inhabitants, a family of five. Architect Dianne Kett organized 
the house around a peaceful central courtyard featuring large 
concrete pavers in a herringbone pattern and an outdoor fire-
place. The arrangement successfully assigns a private and in-
dependent space to everyone while promoting a warm sense 
of familial community. The home surrounds the courtyard, 
with one side acting as home to grandma, and the other side 
serving as the residence for the parents and their two young 
children. A long corridor made mostly of glass connects the 
two spaces, and instantly connects the family to their outdoor 
space — a must in beautiful Austin. An additional structure 
serves as an office for the father, who works from home.

Kett, who is comfortable designing a wide range of styles, ap-
preciated the opportunity to create a contemporary space that 

SEPARATE 
           but 
CONNECTED

Bright, uncluttered and calm. Not the first words one 

might imagine to describe a home that accommodates 

three generations and a parent who works from home. 

But the Woodview Residence, a recently constructed

 project in Austin, fits the description perfectly.

honored the family’s many 
different needs and desires. 
“My primary point of con-
tact was the mom, but she 
ran everything through the 
rest of the family for feed-
back,” shares Kett. The 
family has a rather mini-
malistic aesthetic, allowing 

the architect to focus on proportion and light (a consistent focus 
of her work) throughout the 4,500-square-foot home. 

The kitchen was designed for serious cooking, and is both 
efficient and pretty. A very large pantry hides appliances and 
tools and has ample space for the chef’s ingredients — but the 
actual kitchen is relatively small. Butcher block countertops 
and a Calcutta marble island are practical and beautiful, and 
the open design encourages the family to gather round while 
dad, the family’s chief chef, prepares meals.

The laundry room is another space that blends practicality 
and aesthetics. “The grandma loved the laundry room because 
of its generous size,” Kett shared. “With a family of five, we 
wanted a more accommodating space, and used the same 
butcher block countertops that we used in the kitchen.”

Wide plank oak flooring is consistently used throughout 
the house, as is Artisan® Hardie® Board.  “While this home 
is more modern, I do all sorts of design,” shares Kett. “What I 
really like about this house is all of the natural light through-
out.” Eagle® windows by Andersen® allow light to pour into 
the house without sacrificing energy efficiency. “I also like 
how it’s very private to the street but open to the courtyard 
and outdoor living spaces. Separate but connected.” 

Indeed, separate but connected may very well be the secret 
to a happy family when it comes to architectural design. 
Success. u

ARCHITECT   DKStudio
512-473-8909  |  www.studiodk.com

By Angela Rabke
Photography by Lars Frazer 
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VICTORIA + ALBERT WARNDON FREESTANDING TUB. IMAGE COURTESY OF VICTO-
RIA + ALBERT, AVAILABLE AT FERGUSON BATH, KITCHEN & LIGHTING GALLERY. 

MATTE BLACK IS   
THE NEW 

BLACK 
Modern, yet softer than its glossy counterpart, matte black 

products provide a touch of drama and glamour.

PURE THEMED SIEMATIC KITCHEN FLOATING CABINETS 
IN MATTE BLACK OAK WITH METALLIC BRUSHED MATTE DOORS.

JEFFREY ALEXANDER BY 
HARDWARE RESOURCES IN BLACK NICKEL.  

BERTAZZONI HERITAGE 48-INCH GAS RANGE WITH GRIDDLE. IMAGE COURTESY OF 
BERTAZZONI, AVAILABLE AT FERGUSON BATH, KITCHEN & LIGHTING GALLERY. 

NOIR’S QS OXFORD 2-DRAWER SIDE TABLE
IN HAND RUBBED BLACK.

PROGRESS LIGHTING DOME PENDANT. 
IMAGE COURTESY OF PROGRESS LIGHTING, 
AVAILABLE AT FERGUSON BATH, KITCHEN 

& LIGHTING GALLERY.

KITCHENAID® 5 
QUART ARTISAN STAND MIXER

BERTOIA MOLDED CHAIR BY KNOLL®. GE CAFÉ® SERIES BLACK SLATE APPLIANCES, AVAILABLE AT PARRISH & CO. INC.

palette | matte black
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JULIE EVANS 
JEI DESIGN INC.

When curating a design, our first 
and most important goal is to please 
the client. We hand craft spaces 
to best suit each individual client, 
which in turn makes each of our de-
signs unique and distinct. We strive 

to construct designs that provide solutions for all of our cli-
ents’ needs while also bringing their ideas and dreams to life. 
In the end, we hope to have created a space that is beyond 
what our clients envisioned.

We recently designed Bumble’s Headquarters in Austin. 
The objective was to produce an office space that was fun 
and inviting, but also feminine and empowering. They want-
ed their headquarters to embody their brand and everything 
they stand for. Pulling from their brand colors of yellow, 
coral, mint and pink, we created a striking look. Layers of 
textures and patterns were then added to provide depth and 
variety. Custom aspects, such as the wallpaper and pillows, 
were selected to add a personal touch. We incorporated du-
rable materials and furniture that were not only aestheti-
cally pleasing, but also functional and comfortable, to best 
accommodate day to day activities and large events. The re-
sult was a work space that was bright, fun and interactive. u





SCENIC BEAUTY
By Julie Catalano   Photography by Jason Roberts

It’s hard to decide which is more spectacular — the view of this San Antonio split-level home or the view from it. 

From any viewpoint, this magnificent custom dwelling nestled in the Canyons at Scenic Loop 

represents everything that is truly grand in home design inside and out. 

design | Catrina’s Interiors

he five-bedroom, five-bath 5,363-square-
foot home was an entry in the San Anto-
nio Parade of Homes in May, planned and 
designed by Silas Lacey LLC, and built 
by Bo Broll of Broll Homes, both of New 
Braunfels. The home’s up-to-the-minute 

features include Low-E windows, tankless water heaters and 
a zero-edge pool with hot tub that separates the main house 
and casita/guest suite. 

For award-winning designer Catrina Kendrick, owner of 

Catrina’s Interiors in Boerne, the project was a departure 
from her signature style but a welcome one. “I had never 
done a contemporary Parade of Homes home,” she says. “I 
had always done hacienda, Old World, Mediterranean styles. 
I thought, well, this could be different and fun.” Working 
with co-designer Judy French from Catrina’s Interiors, the 
pair decided “on a naturalistic feel, a lot of earthy, wood and 
stone elements to celebrate the outdoors. We wanted it to be 
Hill Country contemporary and comfortable.”

It is all that and more. Visitors are treated to one of the 
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home’s most eye-popping features from the beginning — a 
stunning floating staircase by San Marcos Iron Doors, with 
wood-over-iron stairs that emerge directly from the wall. The 
glass overlay and chrome rail complete the ultra-modern look 
that continues to the cozy, elevated formal sitting area, with 
comfy wingback chairs and sofa by Wesley Hall.

Off the entry is an office outfitted in furniture custom de-
signed by Kendrick — everything from the striking desk and 
black leather chair to the leather and fabric chairs to the built-
in painted bookshelves made of Canadian alder. A creative 
touch is the random placement of bookshelf cabinet doors 
from Trendily’s factory made of acacia wood in a tobacco fin-
ish to match the custom-made acacia/tobacco finish desk also 

manufactured from Trendily. The hardwood floors are engi-
neered hickory and topped with an area rug by Michael Amini 
The chrome desk lamp is by Uttermost and the framed art-
work is a street map of old San Antonio. 

The spacious family room is the heart of this home, along 
with the nearby kitchen and dining room in an expansive open 
floor plan brimming with natural light that accentuates bright 
turquoise, custom-bound rugs. Here, large concrete tiles cus-
tom made in Mexico are shown to full effect — a flooring that 
flows throughout most of the house, providing a sleek founda-
tion for rich fabrics and furnishings. Leather and fabric swivel 
chairs, the luxe custom-dyed leather sofa and acacia wood cof-
fee table were all designed by Kendrick, along with a clever 
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dual-purpose sofa/breakfast table. “It has a bench you can pull 
out,” she explains, “so children or others can watch television 
while they eat.” Huge glass doors lead to the patio, with furni-
ture by Home & Patio in San Antonio. 

The turquoise and silver swivel chairs are repeated in the 
adjacent kitchen, providing extra seating. The kitchen gleams 
with cabinets by Michael Edwards Custom Cabinetry & Mill-
work in San Antonio and quartz countertops by Wilsonart® 
in Schertz. The glass tiles of the backsplash are carried over 
to the island, and a nod to nature is seen in both the branch 
chrome hardware on the cabinets and the gleaming branch-
like chandelier from Canada.

The focal points of the dining room are the ten-foot dining 
table and matching ten-foot buffet, both in acacia wood and 
both designed by Kendrick and made by Trendily Home Fur-
nishings.  A “Tree of Life” reproduction by Gustav Klimt hangs 
over the buffet, bookended by silver lamps by Uttermost that 
“match the chairs perfectly,” she says. “We decided to do 
something really fun and use silver crocodile on the chair 
seats and backs, which sweep all the way to the ground.” The 
vibrant turquoise rug echoes the ones in the family room.

The crowning glory of the master bedroom is the spectacular 
starburst headboard designed by Kendrick, made up of indi-
vidually stained pieces of mango wood. The dramatic floor-to-
ceiling sheer draperies mirror the colors of the headboard, and 
the king-sized bed boasts custom bedding. Custom leather and 
fabric swivel chairs, ottoman and bedside tables were designed 
by Kendrick with the help of Rahul Malhotra, owner of Trendily 
in Dallas. The area rug by Michael Amini picks up the colors of 

the room, and the floor is black ceramic tile that is also used in 
the master bath and on the family room fireplace, as well as an 
exterior wall. The master bath features cabinetry by Michael 
Edwards Custom Cabinetry & Millwork. Fun deco mirror tiles 
are glued onto the ceramic tile over the soaking tub.

Kendrick expertly used color to create consistency and flow. 
“The colors on the outside reflected those that we chose for the 
inside.” Interior and exterior walls are Sherwin-Williams® In-
credible White and exterior trim is Sherwin-Williams® Black 
Fox. The dark gray metal roof from Nabors Roofing in Universal 
City matched perfectly. “I think in contemporary homes, the 
monochromatic look with pops of color is easy on the eyes.” 
Kendrick calls the light, bright aspect to the home “California 
cool. Looking out over the hills and canyons it feels very Califor-
nia. You expect to walk out of this house and see the beach.” u 

CATRINA’S INTERIORS
830-331-9010  |  www.catrinasinteriors.com
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mith took thoughtful measures to ensure the 
ideal location while maximizing the spectacu-
lar views. “It was critical to be on site to find 
the perfect spot to nestle this little structure 
in relation to the man-made and God-made 
context. On those early visits to the property, 

I was locating trees, gauging distance to the main house, con-
sidering possible floor elevations, and calibrating the view angle 

By Cheryl Van Tuyl Jividen   Photography by Dror Baldinger

Nestled in a Hill Country chasm in Vanderpool sits an artist’s modern 

workspace, Box Canyon Studio. The context-sensitive studio is big 

on design, function and inspiration. Patzy Halliday, a ceramicist and 

painter, had an important request of architect Tobin Smith: to give her 

the feeling of working outside, even when she was inside.  

S

ART AND  
 NATURE 

AT THE MERGER OF

IS DESIGN

down the canyon while creating the initial sketches. Patzy’s 
husband Ken had carefully studied the area and passed along 
his knowledge of sun angles and the direction of the prevailing 
breeze, which were also factored into the siting and design of 
the studio,” says Smith.  

Halliday wished to be physically close to the main house, 
but emotionally separated from it. In response, Smith’s atten-
tive consideration created a destination for concentration and 
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breeze does the job most of the time. It funnels 
down the canyon through the studio’s big op-
erable doors and out the high clerestory win-
dows on the opposite wall.”  

Relating to the setting, the material choic-
es were imperative to the studio’s aesthetics, 
but also driven by cost and durability. “There 
is a corrugated barn on the other side of the 
main house. It seemed prudent to use the 
same material for this satellite structure so 
that the outbuildings, though very different, 
would connect on some level. Corrugated 
metal is common for utilitarian buildings 
in the Hill Country — sheds, barns, goat 
houses, etc. Given the small scale and rural 
location of this studio, those buildings were 
the precedents.” The selections, including 
concrete, hot-rolled steel, galvanized metal 
and composite panels, utilized for both the 
exterior and interior, allow the workspace to 
be hosed-down during occasional cleanings. 
The only paint used on the project was red 
primer, left uncovered on a steel column. 
The restrained palette is completed with 
an exterior-rated, glulam beam cantilever-
ing beyond the column. But the colors will 
evolve, says Smith, “The various metals will 
oxidize or dull with exposure to the ele-
ments and the composite panels will stain, 
scratch and spot like saddle leather, adding 
the story of time and use.”

Just beyond the outdoor kiln, a wall of fire-
wood is an ideal gathering place, and  bathed 
in an amber glow is a fire pit with seating. 
“With the wood-based panels lining the inte-
rior, the building emits warmth at night akin 
to a large campfire, giving it a reassuring noc-

turnal presence in this isolated box canyon,” says Smith. A place 
of nature, design and art. u

TOBIN SMITH ARCHITECT
210-326-6646
www.tobinsmitharchitect.com

inspiration. The studio sits nearby, but nearly hidden from the 
main house with a descending stone path that bends around 
filtering foliage before revealing the studio’s projecting roof 
plane. “This short procession to a singular space serves to 
cleanse the mind and allow her to enter a different realm of 
thought,” says Smith.  

The studio is set into the hillside, which helps minimize the 
scale on the upper road side of the structure and allows the view 
side to open directly to grade. It also addresses the environmental 
conditions with a projecting wall and roof planes that shield the 
glass from direct sun while funneling southeastern wind into the 
space. Smith explains, “Patzy wanted the option to ‘work outside’ 
with a roof over her head and doors and windows open, but when 
it’s blazing hot or breezeless, she can turn on the wall-mounted, 
mini-split air conditioner and still have the expansive view. The 

56  HOME DESIGN & DECOR AUSTIN-SAN ANTONIO   |   OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2017





When considering iron work for a home or business, cli-
ents primarily focus on function — an iron door for security, 
a railing for safety and durability. But there is so much more 
to custom iron work, and San Marcos Iron Doors can bring 
almost any idea to life. 

One client made good use of our talents and services with 
spectacular results. What looks like an avant-garde sculp-
ture on the property is actually a silver painted iron struc-
ture that hides some unsightly equipment. So delighted with 
the results, they then commissioned a purely artistic piece, 
custom designed by San Marcos Iron Doors based only on a 
cherished verse that paid tribute to motherhood. “From Ash-
es to Beauty” is an impressive 20-foot iron sculpture painted 
in our own custom red. 

Ideas are limited only by the imagination, ranging from 
whimsical to practical. When one homeowner asked if we 

THE ART OF  
IRON 
WORK 
Art can depict anything from a

personal passion to a favorite poem. 

When it comes to iron art, 

expect the unexpected. 

C U S T O M  I R O N  W O R K

could illustrate her lifelong passion for cactus, we said of 
course! Happy iron cacti painted in green and brown on her 
quirky indoor stair rail never fail to bring a smile to visitors.  
The iron door of a devoted racer boasts a handmade iron horse 
and rider set among matching scrollwork. An ultramodern 
pool gate of plasma-cut black circles was designed specifically 
to match the grill on a pool drain. Companion trees grace one 
iron door while a bold eagle spans another.

Of course the existing designs at San Marcos Iron Doors 
are always available, but we love to work with clients who 
want to think outside the box. Is there a design they’ve always 
dreamed about? Something they saw and wondered if it could 
be created in iron? They don’t even have to know how to draw; 
just tell us the idea and we can go from sketch to CAD (com-
puter assisted design) to final fabrication, with client input 
and approval every step of the way.
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Iron art work for your home or busi-
ness need not be scary. San Marcos 
Iron Doors can help you own some-
thing as simple as a graceful garden 
trellis to an elegant bannister to sculp-
tures tailor made for your home — all 

exquisite works of iron art to enjoy forever. u

San Marcos Iron Doors 
is the premiere custom 
wrought iron door com-
pany in the market with 35 
years’ experience in hand-
crafted doors, railings, 
staircases, furniture, sculptures and much more. They have 
four Texas locations with showrooms at 2525 IH35 South, San 
Marcos, 512-949-3667; 219 West Nakoma, San Antonio, 210-
651-3201; and their newest location in San Antonio at 18730 
Stone Oak Parkway, 210-446-4459. For more information, visit 
www.sanmarcosirondoors.com. 
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THE POMEGRANATE
By Claudia Alarcon

Scholars believe that pomegranates are native to Iran and the 
Himalayas in Northern India, and were brought from Syria to 
Egypt around 1,600 BC. Ancient Egyptians used the pomegran-
ate in a variety of ways. The juice was believed to fight intestinal 
worms, the blossoms were crushed to make a red dye and the 
peel was used for dyeing leather. The fruit became so revered 
that representations were found on wall paintings in tombs, 
symbolizing life after death. By 700 BC, pomegranates were in-
troduced to Rome, where it was named Punicum malum, which 
translates as “Phoenician apple.” Here, pomegranates grew in 
residential courtyards and were enjoyed as a summer fruit. 
They were depicted in Pompeiian mosaics and figured promi-
nently in Greek myths. 

The mature pomegranate fruit is large, between three to five 
inches in diameter. The fruit of different cultivars are quite di-
verse in their color, taste and other traits. Peel color ranges from 
a light yellow to very dark red/purple. Internally, the fruit con-
sists of a series of chambers that contain the seeds, which are 
coated with a fleshy outgrowth — known as aril — that contains 
the edible juice. The color of the arils also ranges from a light, 
virtually white color to very dark red or purple, with a flavor 
that can be tart, sweet or sweet-tart.

Pomegranates arrived in Spain 
during the Moorish conquest in 711 
AD, and are depicted in the intricate 
archway designs and mosaics at the 
Alhambra in Granada, the city that 
bears the Spanish name of the fruit. 
Pomegranates made their way to the 
Americas in 1521, where they flour-
ished and were eventually transported 
to missions in California and Texas. In 
1896, a farmer from Porterville, Cali-
fornia brought pomegranate cuttings 
from Florida to California and began 
propagating them. This new variety 
was sweeter and juicier than the oth-
ers. He named it “Wonderful,” and is 
now the most widely grown commer-
cial pomegranate today.

Pomegranate is a versatile ingredient working well in sweet 
and savory dishes, brightening salads, marinades, braised 
meats, cocktails and desserts. As expected, pomegranates fig-
ure prominently in Middle Eastern cuisine, especially couscous 
dishes. And in Mexico, the iconic chiles en nogada, arguably the 
national dish of our southern neighbor, cannot exist without the 
juicy, jewel-like seeds scattered on top.

Perhaps the greatest deterrent in using pomegranates is the 
daunting task of eating them. How on earth do we get those seeds 
out? There is a nifty trick to do it. Score the fruit around the mid-
dle lengthwise, cutting deep enough to pierce the skin. Put your 
thumbs into the cuts and pull apart the two halves, place them in 
a bowl of cold water and gently push the edges down and away to 
open the fruit. Turn the half upside down and tap it with a wooden 
spoon so the seeds drop into the water, releasing any stragglers 
with your hands. Scoop any floating pith out of the water with a 
slotted spoon or sieve and strain. The seeds are ready to use in 
your favorite recipe. Look for pomegranates that feel heavy for 
their size. The heavier they feel, the more juice they will contain. 
Give this superfood a try this fall and winter. u

Source: www.foodreference.com/html/a-pomegranate-history

Long ignored as an edible fruit and relegated to fall floral centerpieces, the pomegranate is quite in vogue 

these days, touted as a potent antioxidant with numerous health benefits. However, this emblematic fruit 

is anything but new. In fact, excavations of the Early Bronze Age around 3,500–2,000 BC reveal 

that the pomegranate was one of the first cultivated fruits in the world. 
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Universal Design is about creating ac-
cessible spaces for all people, whether it 
be families who wish to age-in-place, have 
special needs or are forward thinking.

Universal Design is easily incorporated 
into remodeling projects, and elements 
of Universal Design can be integrated 
into the overall design, becoming virtu-
ally invisible. In the same way clients 
choose materials or products, they also 
customize their living space to fit their 
current and future needs. But Universal 
Design takes thoughtful planning and cre-
ative thinking to design spaces for access 
across an entire life span.  

THE 7 PRINCIPLES 
OF UNIVERSAL DESIGN

Equitable use — Design is useful and 
marketable to people with diverse abilities.

Flexibility in use — Design accommodates a wide range of 
individual preferences and abilities.

Simple and intuitive use — Use of design is easy to under-
stand regardless of the user’s experience, knowledge, language 
skills or current concentration level.

Perceptible information — Design communicates necessary 
information effectively to the user, regardless of ambient condi-
tions or the user’s sensory abilities.

Tolerance for error — Design minimizes hazards and the ad-
verse consequences of accidental or unintended actions.

Low physical effort — Design can be used efficiently and 
comfortably with a minimum of fatigue.

Size and space for approach and use — Appropriate size and 
space is provided for approach, reach, manipulation and use re-
gardless of the user’s body size, posture or mobility.

A Universal Design Certified Professional (UDCP) goes 
through extensive training on how to interview clients with 
an understanding and consideration of their special needs, 
and how to incorporate Universal Design into remodeling 
projects. u

To find a professional remodeler in Austin or San Antonio, 
visit www.austinnari.org or www.remodelsanantonio.org.

UNIVERSAL 
DESIGN 
FOR ALL

REMODELER’S ADVICE

MARTHA BIZZELL, 
Executive Director, 
NARI San Antonio

KAYVON LEATH,
Executive Director,

 Austin NARI

ALPHA GRANITE & TILE is proud to bring you 

MaxFine, the original large format porcelain panels. 

MaxFine opens up a new dimension in horizontal 

and vertical surfaces. This technology allows you 

to cover large areas with minimal grout lines and the 

most beautiful colors and designs in the world. 

Bring the veins of Calacatta Marble to life with the 

durability of MaxFine Porcelain Panels. 

Gone are the days of stains and the need of sealers to 

protect your marble surfaces. MaxFine brings it all to life!

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFO. 

915 W. Howard Ln., Austin, TX 78753

512-834-8746

www.alphagraniteaustin.com



By Julie Catalano
Photography courtesy of 

San Antonio Botanical Garden

 BACK 
      TO THE

GARDEN

department | fabulous finds

With its October 21-22, 2017 expansion grand opening that 
includes the addition of 8.5 acres, exciting new centers and a 
brand new entrance, the San Antonio Botanical Garden contin-
ues its mission of inspiring humans to experience the outdoors, 
specifically to walk and wander among the thousands of plants 
that grace its 38 acres. 

A longtime beloved landmark, the newly-expanded Garden, 
says executive director Bob Brackman, “will tell our story in a 
much more prominent way, with features and amenities which 
I think all generations appreciate and enjoy.” Above all, he adds, 
“it will be a family destination, a place of beauty and aesthetics, 
and an example of conservation and stewardship.” 

And a whole lot of fun. One of the most on-trend and surefire 
hits is the new 34-bed Culinary Garden with an outdoor CHEF 
Teaching Kitchen and Goldsbury Foundation Pavilion, offering 
chef-run interactive education programs in planting, harvesting, 
kitchen fundamentals and meal preparation for a true garden-
to-table experience using on-site produce. “You’ll actually be 
able to pull it out of the ground, wash it off, and learn how to use 
it right there,” says Brackman. Or for the ultimate dinner party, 

a private gathering complete with wine pairing and a local chef 
can be arranged. “We will have various levels of price points for 
people interested in culinary activities,” says Brackman. 

The new Hallmark Family Adventure Gar-
den, including the Greehey Family Founda-
tion “No Name Creek,” is 2.5 acres of nature 
play for all ages, featuring 15 themed galleries, 
water features and other interactive elements 
such as education stations and the Prickly Pear 
Pavilion outdoor classroom. “We have an eight-
week course in arboriculture for arborists,” says 
Brackman, “or for newcomers who just moved 
here and might not know what to grow.” The 
Garden is open year-round, 9:00am-5:00pm 
(except Thanksgiving, Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day) and guided group tours are available 
for an extra fee and require advance scheduling. 

No features, gardens or structures were lost 
in the expansion, assures Brackman, but some were relocated. 
The Carriage House Bistro restaurant now takes up the entire 
first floor of what was the old entrance, and will resume service 
after the fall expansion opening. The gift shop was enlarged by 
half and moved to the dramatic new entrance — a live oak-lined 
avenue leading to the Welcome & Discovery Complex that en-
compasses new courtyards, the Halsell Welcome Building and 
the H-E-B Discovery Center. Beyond lies the Mays Family Dis-
play Garden bursting with year-round color. 

The Garden is a haven for history lovers, too, with authentic 
examples of diverse Texas architecture for anyone who wants a 
peek into the past: Daniel J. Sullivan Carriage House (Richardso-
nian Romanesque style, San Antonio, 1896); Auld House (piñon 
pine log cabin, Real County, 1880s); Schumacher House (early 
German settlers, limestone and fachwerk, Fredericksburg, 
1849); East Texas Log Cabin (hand-hewn post oak log cabin, 
Fayette County, 1850s); and South Texas Adobe (adobe palisado 
with split shake roof, South Texas Plains, 1880s). 

Also unchanged is the nearly 30-year-old Lucille Halsell Con-
servatory, a visitor favorite with its futuristic towering glass 
structures designed by Emilio Ambasz, with Fern Room and 
Palm House. Fun fact: Only the iconic glass roofs protrude above 
ground; all offices and maintenance areas are underground. u 

For upcoming events, visit www.sabot.org.

In our modern mode of being perpetually plugged in 

and charged up, spending some time communing 

with nature sounds bloomin’ glorious.
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Lili Alessandra 
Now Available on Nordstrom.com

In addition to their San Antonio store, Lili Alessandra, the 
premiere line of luxury bedding, is now available online at 
www.nordstrom.com. Lili Alessandra was founded in 2008 by 
designer Sandra Hernandez Yedor, blending classic textile de-
signs re-interpreted into luxe modernity for the bedroom. The 
designs are created using the most luxurious fabrics as well as 
embroidered techniques and embellishments. The Nordstrom 
selection of Lili Alessandra features a variety of bedding, pil-
lows, drapery panels and more.  www.lilialessandra.com

Betsy Homan Named One of 
100 Top Designers In The World

Betsy Homan, Allied ASID, has been named one of the top 
100 interior designers in the world by the Andrew Martin In-
terior Design Review, considered to be the “Oscars” of the in-
dustry. Her project, a customized home in the historic Monte 

design

SPOTLIGHT
Vista area of San Antonio, will be featured in the “Interior 
Design Review” book, the “Bible of interior design.” She is 
one of only 13 Americans to be so honored this year and will 
attend the prestigious award ceremony at The Royal Acad-
emy of Arts in London. www.betsyhomandesign.com

AIA Austin Homes Tour 2017
October 28 and 29
The 31st annual AIA Austin Homes Tour features 13 unique 

homes spotlighting the collaboration between the homeowner 
and the architect. Design, craftsmanship, creative use of mate-
rials and sustainability were taken into consideration for each 
house. This year’s tour features the work of A Parallel Archi-
tecture, alterstudio architecture, Barley|Pfeiffer Architects, 
FAB Architecture, Furman + Keil Architects, Hugh Jefferson 
Randolph Architects, John Mayfield Architects, Matt Fajkus 
Architecture, Restructure Studio, Stuart Sampley Architect, 
Tim Brown Architecture and Tim Cuppett Architects. Tickets 
required. www.aiaaustinhomestour.com

Craig McMahon Architects 
Receives Top Award

For the second year in a row, San Antonio’s Craig McMahon 
Architects takes home the award for Best Body of Work from 
the Professional Remodeler’s Annual Design Awards. The award 
honors the sustained design excellence of one company, siting 
McMahon’s firm of over 13 years has distinguished itself with 
a consistently exceptional body of work. This year, McMa-
hon received a Platinum for his Landa Park Retreat (pictured) 
where he teamed with Johnny Canavan Custom Homes and a 
Bronze for his House 334 project. www.cmarchtx.com
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arts and culture

SPOTLIGHT

“GRAYTON BEACH” 72 X 72

Patrick Puckett, Low Places
Wally Workman Gallery, Austin

November 4-25

Patrick Puckett grew up in a log cabin in central Missis-
sippi. His large, bold canvases explore the human figure in-
spired by his life in the American South and often include 
symbolic references of both real and imagined nostalgia. 
However narrative, his works stand ultimately on process 
and composition. Figures take a quieter place among the 
interaction of shape, color, texture and Puckett’s confident 
paint application. Artist talk and preview on November 2 at 
6:00pm, with an opening reception on November 4 from 6:00 
to 8:00pm. www.wallyworkmangallery.com

Chuck Ramirez: All This and Heaven Too
McNay Art Museum, San Antonio
September 14 to January 14

Chuck Ramirez’s 
large-scale photo-
graphs of everyday ob-
jects offer a humorous 
yet poignant perspec-
tive on our culture 
of consumption and 
waste, and the real-
ity of fleeting life and 
mortality. The exhibi-
tion — the first major 
survey of Ramirez’s 
work — is co-orga-
nized by René Paul 

Barilleaux, the McNay’s Head of Curatorial Affairs, “Regard-
less of subject, Ramirez’s images are devoid of human inhabit-
ants yet filled with a deep and palpable humanity. And despite 

the fact that his career spanned only 15 years, Chuck Ramirez 
succeeded in establishing for himself a significant place among 
the canon of Texas artists whose work is known and revered 
far beyond state lines.” www.mcnayart.org

18th Annual Dickens On Main, Boerne
November 24-25

Boerne kicks-off the holiday season with a Hill Country 
Christmas event of epic proportions. Be a part of the magic 
as Boerne’s Main Street, known as the Hill Country Mile, 
transforms into a vintage Christmas experience, complete 
with great shopping, visits with Santa Claus, children’s craft 
activities, unique vendors, food trucks, snow on Main Street, 
ice sculpting and music, theatrical performances and an amaz-
ing 60-foot ice slide for sledding. 4:00 to 10:00pm each night. 
www.dickensonmain.com 

Wine Tours By Helicopter

Looking for something unusual to do this fall? Take an aerial 
tour of the Texas wine country with HELO Austin. Charter a 
helicopter from Austin or San Antonio to visit Hill Country and 
Fredericksburg area wineries, second nationally to California. 
Enjoy beautiful and romantic views of the Texas Hill Country 
while tasting some of our state’s greatest wines. HELO also 
offers helicopter tours, charters and aerial scouting and pho-
tography across the state. www.heloaustin.com

CHUCK RAMIREZ, 1964-2010.
“DIA DE LOS MUERTOS” FROM “SEVEN DAYS,”  
2003. DIGITAL PRINT. © ESTATE OF CHUCK 

RAMIREZ, COURTESY RUIZ-HEALY ART, 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS.
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ASSOCIATIONS
Austin NARI

www.austinnari.org

512-375-2601

NARI San Antonio

www.remodelsanantonio.org

210-826-7200

CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN
KingWood Fine Cabinetry

www.kingwoodcabinets.com

830-990-0565

CUSTOM METAL WORK
Christopher Voss Inc. – 

Fourth Generation Iron Craftsman

www.christophervoss.com

210-843-4332

San Marcos Iron Doors

www.sanmarcosirondoors.com

San Antonio: 210-774-4606

San Marcos: 512-371-0313

CUSTOM WOODWORKING
DeVos Custom Woodworking

www.devoswoodworking.com

512-894-0464

GRANITE, STONE & FLOORING
Alpha Granite & Tile

www.alphagraniteaustin.com

512-834-8746

Timeless Interiors

www.timelessinteriorstx.com

512-835-8453

HOME REMODELING
CROSS

www.cross-tx.com

210-826-7200

Realty Restoration

www.realtyrestoration.com

512-454-1661

INTERIOR DESIGN
Bella Villa Design

www.bellavillads.com

512-443-3200

Catrina’s Interiors

www.catrinasinteriors.com

830-331-9010/210-535-3070

Panache Interiors

www.panacheinteriors.com

512-452-7773

KITCHEN & BATH
Cosentino Center Austin

www.northamericacosentinocenter.com

512-386-7791

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery

www.fergusonshowrooms.com

Austin: 512-445-5140

San Antonio: 210-344-3013

Parrish and Company

www.parrishandcompany.com

Round Rock: 512-835-0937

San Antonio: 830-980-9595

Downtown San Antonio: 210-255-1125

LANDSCAPING
Acacia Landscape and Design

www.acacialandscapeanddesign.com

830-816-3200

LIGHTING
Lights Fantastic

www.lightsfantastic.com

512-452-9511

LUMBER
Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork

www.guidolumber.com

210-344-8321

MASTER-PLANNED 
COMMUNITIES
Esperanza

www.myesperanza.com

512-260-2066

The Reserve at Lake Travis

www.reserveatlaketravis.com

800-214-3142

OUTDOOR LIVING
Acme Brick

Austin: brick.com/aus

 512-244-7600

San Antonio: brick.com/sat

 210-493-2612

POOLS
Liquid Assets

www.liquidassets-pools.com

Austin: 512-444-5444

San Antonio: 210-680-7665

WINDOWS & DOORS
The Front Door Company

www.thefrontdoorco.com

Austin: 512-459-9034

San Antonio: 210-340-3141

Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork

www.guidolumber.com

210-344-8321

Premier Windows & Doors

www.premierwindowsatx.com

512-553-4102

WINDOW COVERINGS 
& AWNINGS
Austintatious Blinds and Shutters

www.austintatiousblinds.com

512-608-0302

Texas Sun & Shade

www.txsunandshade.com

512-402-0990

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X
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Austintatious Blinds and Shutters
12918 Shops Pkwy Ste 700
Bee Caves, Texas 78738

M-F: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: Closed
512-608-0302
www.austintatiousshutters.com

Call now for a free consultation or come by
our state-of-the-art showroom!




